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Memorandum
Tos State Blrector, faliforaia
Promt Director, Bureau of Lend Managemant

SBubject: Atlas Asbestos Ming w- Response to Environmental Proteetion Agency
Lettar

After the veview of the Octobar 13, 1987, letter to you from Jeff Zelikson of
Environmental Protection Ageney Reglon IX, on the Atlas Mine Site, we have
been asked by the Soliciter's etaff to withhold any sction but an
acknowledgment of the letter, pending review and advice by the Department of
Juatice and development of appropriate legal, program, and budgatary
strategles, fmeremritenn,

The case has a numbar of implicavions and aspacte that should bhe thoroughly
explored befere any Agreement 1y consideved, These inelude issues such asy
practical limits of the site, natural limits of the site impacts, mixed
Suparfund/Tederal Fagilivy funding, exztent of Burean of Land Management
liability on mining claimg, limite of lability for naturally occurring
subatances, obtaining full funding for actlfon under aew national fiscal
policien, precedents for futuzre hazardous substance relesse site liabilities
in Californla, Bursauwide and on othar agencles, efficacy of BLM interim
responses, and many others.

I ask that ne further acetion, excapt acknowledgnent of the lstter, be
undertaken until these issues can be understood and we have advice of 0ffice
of the Sollcitor and Department of Justice, and the Burean has formulated
approaches that will resolve these questiond, in negotiations.
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Hemoraudun

Tos State Director, Califoraia

5. 3

of your meating report,

Fromt  Divestor

Subjects Deaignation of BLM as Responsible Paxty for the Atlas Asbemton
Rational ¥riovity List Sice ’ , o

In August, the State Offiece informed HO that you would be meoting with EPA -
Region 9 regspding potential designation of the Burean as the Rasponsible
haet:i for ;!;ﬂ Atlas Asbestos Nine Narional Priority Xdet (WPL) eite, sear
Coalinga, GA, - B R o o L

As a yesalt, WO Hazerdous Materials Staff copsulted with the Dephrtment .

Justise Envizonmental Defenws Section on the cases They ave qutte will
assist the Buresu to iimit the costs to: thosy probless for-whiah the M
has sctual 1isbility, They would like & cepy or ofhsr any lettes

vrivtan material on the desjguation; yrovided to you by KPA, ss well as o

Q@y -

m;uu the yam;ul _Mﬁh of the -ﬁd&tn iﬂﬁﬁ:&ﬂt&d%&ht&&:ﬂkﬁum ba
‘i the tens of milliens of dollars, we are comcerned et we begin quickly te =

to deal with the Atlas site.

develop the lsgal, publie -mm;-;-m_ .{ummng stratigies m&m;h nw e

If you viah the Hazardous Hatm&mll Btaff will work with your steff to pull -
togather a conferencs to bhelp devalep such strategies, This should probably

insiade at least WO Budget and Bxtertal Affairs, and the Depsrtwmt of - :
Justice, as well as Reglonsl Sollcitors Offfce and Pield Staffs Thie mesting
can help to identify and plan State 0ffice and other Dursau roles aad .
nun&rﬁ’;in now required under the Superfund Amendmants sud Reavthorization Act
of 1988, : T e T

1£ you have questions on this plesse sontsct Bernis Hyde at FIS 3435517,
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